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Spain and Italy, two former countries of emigration have become receiving
countries during the past decade. The number of foreigners increased in Spain from
500,000 in 1996 to over 4.5 million in January 2007, in Italy, from 730.000 up to 2.9
million. At this stage, the internal migration of foreigner is beginning to be known.

The purpose of this paper is to describe the internal migration of the foreign
population in Spain and Italy since the mid-1990s. We intend to answer four questions:
Are the internal migration patters of foreigners similar to those of natives in Italy and
Spain? Do these migration patterns differ by origin/nationality? Is internal migration
contributing to a higher concentration or dispersion of population, and, in particular of
the foreign population? And lastly, How do internal migration of foreigners in Italy and
Spain differs?

The analysis is based on data from the Spanish and Italian Population Registers,
which provides information on individuals changing place of residence by basic
demographic characteristics (citizenship, age, sex and region of origin and destination
of internal migration). Following a descriptive analysis of migration patterns of
foreigners and non-foreigners we will perform multivariate regression analysis to
explore some of the aggregate characteristics of provinces that may influence in
explaining differences in mobility among groups.

Our preliminary findings for Spain an Italy suggest that the internal migration
propensities and patterns of immigrants and natives differ significantly. Due to their
demographic and social characteristics, immigrants tend to be more mobile than natives.
Natives and immigrants of different origins also differ in their choice of destinations;
these differences persist even after demographic characteristics are accounted for.
Immigrants appear to be more influenced by social networks and seem thus less
responsive than natives to regional economic factors and to the location of other
amenities.



RESULTS

Table 1
Proportions of movements in internal migration. Italy and Spain (1998-2006)

Italy Spain
Year Movements % Movements %
1998 68.866 5,7 39.529 4,2
1999 73.961 6,1 50.944 5,1
2000 88.502 7,4 79.626 7,7
2001 93.017 8,2 104.801 10,5
2002 108.611 8,9 238.866 18,0
2003 132.474 10,2 293.590 20,0
2004 357.738 23,4
2005 401.877 25,6
2006 462.978 26,7

Source: Spanish and Italian Registers.
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Table 2
Variables included in the models

Variables Description
GENERAL MODEL

POIR2003 Proportion of undocumented migrants (Recaño and Domingo, 2005)

CPR00_04
Increase in the number of residence permits from 31/12/2000 to 31/12/2004
(Migration Yearbook)

AGRI2003 % of workers in agriculture (II trimester of 2003) (EPA)
SERV2003 % of workers in services (II trimester of 2003) (EPA)
CROC0103 Employment growth (II trimester 2001- II trimester 2003) (EPA)
PARO2003 Total unemployment rate (II trimester 2003) (EPA)
RENT2002 Per capital income 2002 (National Accounts)
TALOCTON % of Spaniards born in other provinces (t) Continuous Register
LTOT2003 Ln of total population in each group (t) Continuous Register
LEXT2003 Ln of foreign population (t) Continuous Register

MODELS A/B
LN_DISTP_IJ Ln of distance
PNAC_I % of Spaniards born in i living in j
LN_NAC_20
03 Ln of nationals from a certain region of origin in province i (fo foreigners only)

Table 3
Rate of  internal emigration to other provinces.

Regressions by nationality. Spain, 2003-2004
Nationals Foreigners Other

OECD
Eastern
Europe Africa Latinamerica Asia

poir2003  -0,23 0,33 -0,27   -0,22
(-4,2)*** (2,44)** (-3,41)*** (-1,81)*

cpr00_04 0,17 0,32 0,27 0,37
(3,15)*** (2,56)** (2,77)*** (2,97)***

agri2003 0,45 0,17 0,40 0,20 0,25
(2,92)*** (2,81)*** (4,41)*** (1,73)* (2,32)**

serv2003 -0,25
(-1,97)*

croc0103 -0,29
(-2,53)**

paro2003 0,18 0,19 0,27
(3,38)*** (1,94)* (2,15)**

Rent2002 -0,17
(-1,99)*

Talocton 0,54
(3,52)***

Ln_nac_2003 -0,82 -0,53 -0,48 -0,60 -0,60 -0,44
(-13,57)*** (-3,68)*** (-5,31)*** (-5,2)*** (-5,94)*** (-3,62)***

R2 0,227 0,894 0,449 0,705 0,619 0,727 0,473
R2- corrected 0,194 0,882 0,401 0,686 0,585 0,709 0,413
*** signif ≤ 0,01
** signif≤ 0.05 but ≥0.01
* signif ≤0,10 but ≥ 0,05
In parenthesis,  value of t statistic.



References

BARTEL, A. (1989): “Where do the new U.S. immigrants live?”, Journal of Labor Economics,
Vol. 7, nº 4, pp. 371-91.

BARTEL, A. P. y KOCH, M. J. (1991): “Internal Migration of US Immigrants”. En ABOWD,
J.M. y FREEMAN, R.B. (eds.). Immigration, Trade, and the Labor Market. Chicago: The
University of Chicago Press, pp. 121-134.

FREY , W.H. (1995). “Immigration and internal migration "flight" from U.S. metropolitan
areas: toward a new demographic balkanisation”. Urban Studies, Vol. 32, nº 4-5, pp.733-57

FREY , W.H. (1996). “Immigration, domestic migration, and demographic balkanization in
America: new evidence for the 1990s”. Population and Development Review, Vol. 22, nº 4,
pp. 741-63

GURAK, D. y KRITZ, M. M. (1998). “Individual and contextual determinants of interstate
migration: natives and immigrants compared”. Population and Development Program
Working Papers Series, nº 98-05, [1998]. 16, [8] pp. Cornell University, Department of
Rural Sociology, Population and Development Program: Ithaca, New York.

KRAHN, H. y DERWING, T.M. (2005). “The Retention of Newcomers in Second- and Third-
Tier Canadian Cities”, International Migration Review, vol. 39, núm. 4, pp. 872-894

KRITZ, M. M. y NOGLE, J. M. (1994). “Nativity Concentration and Internal Migration among
the Foreign-Born”. Demography, nº 31(3), pp. 509-524.

KRITZ, M.M. y GURAK, D.T. (2001). “The impact of immigration on the internal migration of
natives and immigrants”, Demography, vol. 38, nº 1, pp.133-145.

LIAW, K.L. y FREY, W.H. (1998). “Destination choices of the 1985-90 young adult
immigrants to the United States: importance of race, educational attainment, and labour
market forces”. International Journal of Population Geography, Vol. 4, nº. 1, pp. 49-61.

MOORE, E.G. y ROSENBERG, M.W. (1995). “Modelling Migration Flows of Immigrant
Groups in Canada”. Environment and planning, vol. 27, pp. 699-714

NEWBOLD, K. B.  (1999). “Internal migration of the foreign-born: Population concentration or
dispersion?”. Population and Environment, Vol. 20, nº 3, pp. 259-76.

NEWBOLD, K. B. (1996). “Internal migration of the foreign-born in Canada”. International
Migration Review, Vol. 30, nº 3, pp. 728-47.

NOGLE, J. M.  (1994). “Internal migration for recent immigrants to Canada”. International
Migration Review, vol. 28, nº 1, pp. 31-48.

NOGLE, J. M.  (1997). “Internal migration patterns for U.S. foreign-born, 1985-1990”.
International Journal of Population Geography, Vol. 3, nº 1, pp. 1-13

PACE, R. and RECAÑO, J. (2007), La movilidad geográfica de la población extranjera: de
fenómeno emergente a factor estructural de las migraciones internas en España e Italia,
Gargnano, Palazzo Feltrinelli, 26-27 marzo 2007

PUMARES, P. (2005). Distribución territorial y movilidad interprovincial de la población
marroquí en España,. Quaderni Dipartimento per lo Studio delle Società Mediterranee, nº 32,
pp. 203-230
RECAÑO, J. (2002). “La movilidad geográfica de la población extranjera en España: un

fenómeno emergente”. Cuadernos de Geografía, nº 72, pp. 135-156.
RECAÑO, J. (2006). “Los intercambios poblacionales entre las regiones españolas”. En Leal, J.

(ed.) Informe sobre la demografía regional en España. 2005. Madrid: Fundación Fernando
Abril Martorell

RECAÑO, J. y DOMINGO, A. (2006), “Evolución de la distribución territorial y la movilidad
geográfica de la población extranjera en España” en AJA, E. Y ARANGO,J.(eds): 20 años
de inmigración en España: perspectiva jurídica y sociológica, 1985-2004, Barcelona,
CIDOB edicions, pp. 303-337

RECAÑO, J. and ROIG, M. (2006), The internal migration of foreigners in Spain, Papers
presented European Population Conference – Liverpool, Session: Changes in the
Mediterranean model of immigration


